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7:00 Dahlias 101     

ñOverwinteringò 

 

7:30 Refreshments  

 

7:45 Business Meeting  

Slate of Officers will be announced  

 

8:15 Education Program                

ñ A Presentation on the 2009 

Northeastern Trial Garden ò 

___________________________ 

 

December Meeting and Holiday 

Gathering  

Thursday, December 17th at the 

Carriage House  

Bayard Cutting Arboretum  

___________________________ 

LIDS NEWSLETTER  

Editor and Writer -Pat Murphy  

Photographers - Pat Murphy &  

Jim Micheels  

Contributor ïJoe Lysik  

Advisor ðLori Glatzer  

 

* All the photographs in the 

newsletter were taken by Pat 

Murphy unless otherwise noted.  

TIME CHANGES ALL  

     Itôs hard to ignore the signs of Fall: the crunch of the leaves under 

oneôs feet, the sun giving away to darkness a few more minutes each 

day, lower temperature readings on the thermometer each week,  and 

the frost on the leaves. 

     This year, as well as every year, Nature takes us through its  

seasonal changes. Its hard to let go of our lovely dahlias. At least we 

made it until the night of November 6th when Jack Frost ran havoc on 

the dahlias. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

H.G. WILLIAMS COMMUNITY CENTER IN MASSAPEQUA  

*** The H G Williams Community Center is located about 15 miles 

west of the arboretum. The most direct way to get there is to get on 

Heckscher Spur/Southern State Parkway heading west to Exit 32S 

(Route 110 -South). Turn right at the end of the exit ramp. At the 2nd 

traffic light (Taco Bell on the corner), turn right (west) onto Ritter  

Avenue. Shortly after you pass the traffic light you will see the  

community center on the right.  

FROST TONIGHT  

Apple-green west and an orange bar, 
And the crystal eye of a lone, one star . . . 
And, "Child, take the shears and cut what you will. 
Frost to-nightðso close and dead-still." 
 
Then I sally forth, half sad, half proud, 
And I come to the velvet, imperial crowd, 
The wine-red, the gold, the crimson, the piedð 
The dahlias that reign by the garden-side. 
 
The dahlias I might not touch till to-night! 
A gleam of the shears in the fading light, 
And I gathered them all,--the splendid throng, 
And in one great sheaf I bore them along. 
 
In my garden of Life with its all-late flowers 
I heed a Voice in the shrinking hours: 
"Frost to-nightðso clear and dead-still. . .                                       
sad, half proud, my arms I fill.      
                                                Anonymous 
*This poem was sent to Joe Lysik from a member of the Connecticut Dahlia Society. 

 



 

 

Stephanie MB  Y SnoHo Doris  BA  DR R/BR Brookside Snowball BA  W 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE BALL AND MINIATURE BALL FORMS  

      Last month I decided to take photographs and learn more about  Ball and Miniature Ball 

forms. I visited the garden numerous times over several weeks for the purpose of taking a closer 

look at these forms. I was constantly amazed at the exquisite splendor of their ray florets. I    

marveled at the exactness of their formation and symmetry. When I looked more closely at their-

ray florets. I saw how they curled forward along their length of each floret. I was awestruck by 

their sheer perfection. These plants stood 4 to 5 feet tall and were fully branched with abundant 

blooms. They had long, straight stems which made them excellent cut flowers with a long lasting 

shelf life. They were knockouts until their last day in bloom. 

     I read in the American Dahlia Society classification guideôs descriptions of these forms: 

 BALL DAHLIAS: Blooms are ball shaped with uniform florets, involute for most of their 

 length, and fully involute for more than half the length; the ray florets reflex toward the 

 stem. Ray floret tips in cross-section should be circular and exhibit little distortion,  

 completely filling  the floral head and are either round or blunt without notch or point. 

 MINIATURE BALL DAHLIAS: Except for size, miniature ball & ball dahlias possess the 

 same form features. 

     The forerunners of todayôs ball dahlias were known as ñplain and fancy dahlias.ò These dahl-

ias were popular in the 19th century because of their formal appearance,  perfect form, long 

stems, and long shelf life. Exhibitors displayed them in shows. They are still popular cut flowers 

that are used in formal arrangements and bouquets. It was not until 1962 that the American 

Dahlia Society classified them as ball dahlias. 

Robin Hood BA  DB  OR/PK Riisa  MB  R Clyde Caraway  BA V  Y/R 


