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JUNE, 2010  

    
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 Thursday, June 17th  
Membership Meeting  

Bayard Cutting Arboretum 
Carriage House 

Lower Level  
   

7:00 p.m. Dahlias 101  
     ñSummer Care: Topping and 

Disbranchingò  
  

7:30 p.m. Coffee and Cake 
 
7:45 p.m. Short Business Meeting 
 
8:00 p.m.  Education Program 
  ñControlling Insect Pests in the 

Gardenò 
 
*** Dahlia plants will be on sale at 
this meeting. 
___________________________ 

   

 July  Membership Meeting  

Thursday - July 15th, 2010  

HG Williams Community Center 

___________________________ 

 

Annual LIDS Picnic  

Sunday, August 8th 

3:00 p.m. 

___________________________ 
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     The dahlia season is upon us. Over 1000 dahlias have 

been planted in the beds at the William Wolkoff Dahlia   

Garden. This year we are spotlighting heirloom dahlias 

which will be located in their own bed. Look for the bed with 

a white picket fence around it. We continue to highlight dark 

foliage dahlia plants, too. You will find them in the beds in 

front of the fence with the birdhouses. There are thousands 

of people that visit the dahlia garden each. Itôs through the 

hard work of the volunteers that the garden is maintained 

and ready for viewing. We need your help on Saturday 

mornings between 9:00 a.m. and 12 noon. The garden    

belongs to all of us. 

     We have many activities scheduled throughout the sea-

son. Our Annual LIDS Picnic will be on August 8th this year 

(rain date August 14th). We have already been collecting 

vases for our two LIDS Dahlia ShowsðSeptember 4th and 

5th and October 2nd and 3rd. Our LIDS Photography      

Display and Competition will be held in the Upper Carriage 

House room on the same days as the 2nd LIDS Dahlia 

Show.  We encourage photographers at all levels of exper-

tise to come and take photographs of these magnificent 

blooms. If there is an interest, we will schedule a photogra-

phy workshop during August or September. We are setting 

up plans for several  ñgarden  toursò of member sô gardens 

in September.  We will be participating with the Bayard Cut-

ting Arboretum Horticultural Society and other garden clubs 

in the Fall Harvest Festival.  

ñDahlias are stars that tremble and twinkle atop 

fragile branching stems é the air is filled with so 

much       glimmering, so much quivering."   
          A quote from Octave Mirbeau, a friend of the artist, Claude Monet 



GARDEN HAPPENINGS 
 

         Planting a dahlia garden is an        

ambitious undertaking. We appreciate all 

the people that volunteer each week in the 

garden. This past Saturday morning there 

were 30 volunteers. We invite all club mem-

bers to volunteer their time in the garden. 

New members are encouraged to come and 

get their hands dirty. We have master     

gardeners that will be your mentors and 

provide instruction. We gather on Saturday 

mornings from 9 to 12 noon. Itôs great to be 

out in the fresh air and make new  friends. 

Help us plant and care for the garden and 

then join us for some coffee and cake  

around 11:00 a.m. 

_______________________     

BIRDS AND BLOOMS EXTRA  

Gene Murtha has a photograph of sea gulls 

in the sand, that he took down at Captree 

Boat Basin, displayed in Birds and Blooms 

Extra magazine. Gene has taken many pho-

tographs of dahlias and has entered some 

of his photographs in our LIDS Photograph  

Display and Competition each year.             

Congratulations, Gene! 

 

 

 

  

SPOTLIGHT ON  

HEIRLOOM DAHLIAS  
       

 

 

 

     

       

    This year we will be having a separate 
garden bed that focuses on heirloom dahlias.  
This month I want to focus on the dahlia, 
Claire de Lune (1946 ) which means 
ñmoonlightò in French. This collarette has 
stunning yellow ray florets & white petaloids 
that surround a strong display of orange disc 
florets in the center.  

      As I  sit here working on this newsletter , 
I canôt help but  hum the melody to the song 
ñClaire de Luneò   by Claude Debussy. It is 
hard to believe the longevity of this song 
which was written in 1905. It only lasts about 
5 minutes but the melody is hypnotic. The 
melody is included the soundtrack of two   
recent movies: Twilight and Oceans Eleven.         
Obviously others canôt get the melody out of 
their heads either. Debussy wrote this com-
position or romantic musical ode after read-
ing a poem by Paul Verlaine, a French poet.                                                                   

      Every time I look at this exquisite bloom it 
reminds me of the moonlight on a delightful, 
still summer evening.        Pat Murphy 

 

___________________________________ 

NEW MEMBERS  

Madree and Ernest Roberts, Dix Hills  

       

        Weôre glad you that you are part of our 
dahlia group. We are looking forward to get-
ting to know both of you in the months ahead. 

CONGRATULATIONS !!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Bushman was honored at the Annual 
LIDS Spring Dinner and presented with a 
certificate designating him as a ñlifelong      
memberò of the LIDS.  

http://www.oldhousegardens.com/display.aspx?photo=ClairDeLune.jpg


 
2010 DAHLIA SHOW DATES  

 
Long Island Dahlia Society   

September 4th & 5 th Saturday and Sunday   
October 2 nd & 3rd, Saturday & Sunday  

Bayard Cutting Arboretum  
 
 
Rochester Dahlia Society   
August 14th and 15

th
, Saturday & Sunday, Washington 

County Fair   
August 17

th
 Tuesday, Steuben County Fair, Bath NY 

 
Connecticut Dahlia Society    
August 28

th
  Saturday, Elizabeth Park, W Hartford, Ct. 

 
Rhode Island Dahlia Society   
September 11

h 
& 12

th
 Saturday & Sunday 

 
South Tier Dahlia Society   
September 11

th
 & 12

th
, Saturday & Sunday 

 
Greenwich Dahlia Society   
September 15

th
 & 16

th, 
Wednesday & Thursday  

Garden Education Center, Cos Cob, Ct. 
 

Rochester Dahlia Society   
September 18

th
 & 19

th
, Saturday & Sunday 

& North Atlantic Conference Show  
 
Mid Island Dahlia Society   
September 25

th
 & 26

th, 
Saturday & Sunday 

October 9
th
 & 10

th
, Saturday & Sunday 

Planting Fields Arboretum, Oyster Bay, NY 
 

North Jersey Conference   
September 25

th
 &  26

th, 
Saturday & Sunday 

 
Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society    
September 18

th
 & 19

th
, Saturday and Sunday 

Longwood Gardens, PA 
 

44
th

 Annual  American Dahlia Society Show   
September 23

rd
 to September 26

th
, Thursday to Sun-

day  
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
 

 

IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME 

       Patrick Schildt, LIDSô Hospitality Chair-

person, is already planning our Annual LIDS 

Summer Picnic. The picnic will be held the 

area under the giant  maple tree that is next 

to the William Wolkoff Dahlia Garden. The 

setting is exquisite. LIDS will provide the      

coffee, tea, soda, condiments, and  paper 

goods for the picnic. We are relying on you 

to bring a covered dish: a salad, entrée, or 

dessert to share with others. In addition, we 

will be having a raffle and ask members to 

donate something to raffle off such as a 

plant, some homegrown vegetables, garden  

accessories, or a knick knacks.  

  

___________________________________ 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO - 
 

Patrick Schildt and Jacqui Harned on their 
completion of the Cornell Cooperative   
Extension (CCE) Master Gardener course.   

  
They are now officially certified as 

 
 

 

ñ 
 
 

Master Gardeners   
       

MANY THANKS  
        Jim Micheels would like to extend his 

thanks to the  members that donated tubers 

and plants to the LIDS garden. We were able 

to plant  many dahlia varieties that we didnôt 

previously have in the garden  In addition,  

they added to our selection of dahlia tubers 

and plants that we could sell  at  our dahlia  

auctions 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE  
 

Thinking of you  
 

Angela Bovaro, Suzann Hirschrmann,  
Ed Sambolin 

 
Hope you are feeling stronger and better 

each day. 
  

javascript:void(0)


  HEIRLOOM DAHLIAS  

     Jim Micheels shared the names of the heirloom dahlias that we have added to our garden 

this season. I asked him how each of these dahlias must qualify to be noted as an  heirloom. 

He told me that an heirloom dahlia must be at least 25 years old. It wasnôt until later in the day 

that it dawned on me that I could qualify as an heirloom. I quickly went to the dictionary for a 

different definition. I read that an heirloom is a valued possession that is passed down to suc-

ceeding generations. It is something that must be held in high esteem and valued.  Whatever 

they are, I know that they are important links to our past.. Heirloom dahlias are the ones that 

have stood the test of time.                                          Pat Murphy 

* I need to give credit to www.oldhousegardens.com the website where I got these photographs . 
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White Aster 1879 

Sellwood Glory 1951 Bishop of Llandaff 1927 Thomas A. Edison 1929  

Winsome 1940 Deuil Du Roi Albert 1936 Atropurpurea 1789 

Stolzvon Berlin 1884 Juanita 1949 Madame Stappers 1947 Jersy Girls   
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