UPCOMING EVENTS

April 15th Membership Meeting
Bayard Cutting Arboretum
Carriage House
Lower Level

7:00 p.m. Dahlias 101
Testing the Soil for pH

7:30 p.m. Coffee and Cake
7:45 p.m. Short Business Meeting

8:00 p.m. Tuber Sale and Soll
Testing

LIDS Annual Luncheon
April 18th
Irish Coffee Pub
12to 4 p.m.

BCAHS Mot her 6s
May 8th and 9th
Carriage House lower level

May 20th LIDS Membership
Meeting
Bayard Cutting Arboretum
Carriage House
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CHANGES ARE COMING

During the April Membership meeting we will be making
some changes. We will be providing a new service to our
members. Our Master Gardeners have volunteered to test
member soil samples at the
pH they will immediately provide each member with informa-
tion about their soil samples pH levels and ways to make
improvements .Directions for preparing your soil sample are
in this newsletter.

In addition, we will be holding our first tuber sale of the
year. We have updated the way we package the tubers on
sale. This year for the first time we are putting each tuber in
bag with a photograph of the tubers inside. Hopefully this
will make it easier for the members and the public to make
decisions about which dahlia tubers to purchase. | can tell
you that Islander, Fernridge Fancy, Mona Lisa, Dr. Les,
Mr. Larry, Wandads Capell a,
I° in the Ea""gsI and ready to sell.

Border dahlias will be available at a later date. We have
planted several hundred border dahlias out at Yaphank.
They will be ready for the BCAHS sale on May 8th and May
9th and at our May Membership meeting. They will also
have a photograph inside each bag. Reports are that they
are healthy and growing on schedule and they will surely
have many blooms on them on the sale day.
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Effective immediately the Bayard Cutting Arboretum

and the William Wolkoff Dahlia Garden will be closed

on Mondays. Joy has asked us to honor her request

and not drive down to the garden on Mondays.
Thanks for your cooperation
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SOIL
somet hi

Ther eods ng 1in
A smell of earth that gives us strength.
Many look for other things

But something in the soil still clings

To dreams and unexpressed desires.
Thereds a pleasantnes
Life may be mixed with tears and mirth

But wi t

itds seasoned

Leo Van Meer

SOIL TESTING FOR pH

Bring soil samples from your garden to the
meeting.
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UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
If you have changed your email address,
please send your new email address to
Maureen (maburf@yahoo.com) so that she
can update the database and make sure you
get your newsletter & other communications.
via the Internet.

TAKING A SOIL SAMPLE

You will need a clean plastic container or
pail, a trowel & plastic sandwich size bags.

Locate spots on your site to be sampled
such as: dahlia bed, vegetable bed,
established border, lawn, new planting area,
or problem spot that is not producing.
Different gardens or beds, lawns, areas with
dlf?‘e[Jerﬂt §og Rxpgs areas V\ﬂtfbp{arﬂts having
different pH requirements, and good, bad
spots should be sampled separately.

Each sampled spot should be comprised
of about 5 sub samples obtained by walking
back and forth dlalgonally across the spot to

I Ie umn res.
be samp ed

h tlmestablisged plantings ordayvpst h .
samples should be taken from the top 4
inches of soil. In new plantings that will be
turned under or rototilled take sample from 6
to 8 inches down. Remove stones, grass,
etc.

Use a trowel to dig a small hole to the
desired depth. Remove a slice of soll, try to
get a slice from the entire side of the hole
and place this in a clean plastic container.
Repeat the procedure at each of the random
sub samples in each spot and place the soil
in the clean plastic container Shake or mix
the sample and place about %2 cup in a
plastic bag and secure the bag. This is your
soil sample for that spot. Mark the outside of
the plastic bag with identification that is
meaningful to you.

Repeat this entire procedure for each
additional garden, bed, lawn, etc.

Recommendations for liming soil to
correct pH will be provided at the meeting.

Maureen Burford




GARDEN HAPPENINGS

Jim Micheels, LIDS garden director is
leading the way. Join Jim and the other
volunteers at the garden on Saturday at 9
a.m. There is lots to do as the season
begins. We will be preparing our beds, set-
ting up plastic hoop tents, and looking
through our tubers an
have shoots showing. Afterwards join us for
a cup of coffee or tea, a piece of cake and
some lively conversation.

2010 SPRING GARDENING SCHOOL
Cornell University Extension of Suffolk
County presents its 2010 Spring
Gardening School

April 10th Academy of St. Joseph, Brentwood
April 17th Bellport High School, Bellport

April 24th Riverhead Middle School, Riverhead

For more information or a registration form,
please contact Mary Lou Menga, at (631)
727-7850 Ext. 345 (mk252@cornell.edu)

or go to website
http://ccesuffolk.org/assets/galleries/
Gardening/SGSbrochure2010web.pdf
(Copy and paste this web address in your
Browser to get a copy of the brochure).
The registration fee is $55 per person which
includes classes, continental breakfast, box
lunch, afternoon refreshments, soil testing,
plant diagnosis, and exhibits.

ANNUAL SPRING LUNCHEON
Join us in the Celebration of Spring with
some old friends and have an opportunity to
make some new ones. I
your tickets the luncheon.

The famous LIDS Country Auction will be
conducted during
to bring your unwanted treasures, so that
others may bid on them. In addition there will
be a Raffle with many gifts to choose from
and a chance to bid on a Basket of Cheer. If
you have an unopened bottle of liquor that
you would like to donate to the Basket of
Cheer please bring it to the April membership
meeting. Look at the flyer on the last page for

dno Abrihdtiéh! "9 oneods that

MEMBERSHIP
We are updating our membership list. if
you havenodét renewed
want to become a new member, then please
send a check to Maureen Burford, LIDS
Membership Chair, at 24 Washington Ave-
nue, West Sayville, NY 11796. The LIDS
member dues are $15.00 for an individual or
a family.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Leah Greened Brightwaters
Mary Millerd Islip

Frances Crosbyd Farmingdale
Lynn Schiller- Bellport
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