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LIDs Membership Meeting  

Bayard Cutting Arboretum  

Carriage House 

July  17, 2008 

7:00 p.m. Dahlias 101 

      ò Tending to your dahlia gardenó 

7:30 p.m. Refreshments 

8:00 p.m. Business Meeting 

8:30 p.m. Education Program 

                     òCompost Teaó 

Meetings and Events  

July 12  LIDS Garden Tour 

July 17  LIDS Membership Meeting 

August 17 LIDS Annual Picnic 

August 21   LIDS Membership meeting 

Aug. 29 LIDS 1st Dahlia Show Set up 

August 30 & 31 1st LIDS Dahlia Show 

Sept. 18  LIDS Membership Meeting 

Oct. 10 LIDS 2nd Dahlia Show Set up 

Oct. 11 & 12  LIDS 2nd Dahlia Show 

Oct. 11 & 12  LIDS  Photography Show 

lids  Newsletter  

 

Photographers - Pat Murphy, Joe Lysik, 
and EileenLa Manna 
 
*Thanks, Lori Glatzer for your vision of 
the newsletter and your support. 
 
Pat MurphyñInterim Editor  

 

LIDS  Garden Tour  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Step into another time and place as you enter one of 

many garden rooms in Vicki Belzakõs garden space in  

Patchogue. You will see many unusual plants, a variety of 

water features, and  antique garden and farm tools which 

are placed throughout the garden. 

     We will be gathering at the LIDS Garden, Bayard Cut-

ting Arboretum at 12:15 p.m. Directions and information 

will be handed out. We will  leave the arboretum at 12:30 

p.m. People will be encouraged to carpool.  We will take a 

tour of Vickiõs gardens and have time to relax in one of her 

many sitting areas and have some good conversation and  

refreshments. Bring your camera or sketch pad.  Weõll be 

back to the arboretum by  2:45 p.m.     

     If you have any questions please contact me at  

567-4298 or Vicki Belzak at 758-9448. Donõt miss this 

garden tour. There is so much to see.       Pat Murphy 

 



 

Calling all Volunteers  

 

Come and join us at the Wolkoff Dahlia Garden on Saturday mornings. We always need volunteers  
to help weed the garden, tie up dahlias, and remove spent blooms.   

Can you Believe your eyes!!!  

Spotlight on Mignon Singles ñIdentity Crisis  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

            According to the American Dahlia Society classification guide,  òMignon Singleó dahlias are de-

scribed as a dahlia form that  possesses the same formation as single dahlias except that they have 8 

round ray floret tips. Their disc flowers should have no more than two rows of pollen. The bloom 

should be under two inches. This definition was adopted by the ADS in 1977. But it hasnõt always 

been this way. 

     It all began in 1880 when commercial growers were interested in growing dahlias with a long cut 

life. The cultivators in Holland introduced a small variety of dahlias with a long cut life that they 

called òTom Thumbs.ó Over the years òTom Thumbsó were reclassified as òTom Pouceó and in 1909 

William Hepburn of Coltness House in Glascow, England modified them and called them òColtness 

Gemsó. Over the next ten years smaller varieties were developed. In 1921 the (RHS) Royal Horticul-

tural Society, keeper of the dahlia registry, officially listed these dahlias as òMignonsó. Then in 1925 

the (ADS) American Dahlia Society adopted the same classification. The plants were not to exceed 18 

inches in height.. This lasted for about 40 years. In 1959 Dutch growers developed smaller varieties 

that were 15ó inches in height and had 2 inch blooms. In 1961 the RHS dropped this form from their 

classification list. But òMignon Singlesó remained on the ADS list until 1963 and then the classifica-

tion was changed to a subclass of òSingleó.  Then only a year later in 1964 it was dropped from the 

ADS Classification Guide. In 1977 when the current ADS classification system was adopted it was re-

instated with its current definition that limits the bloom size to 2 inches. 

     Over its history òMignon Singlesó have gone through many name changes: Miniature, Dwarf  

Mignon, Topmix, Dwarf Single, and Lilliput. Whatever its name òMignon Singleó which is one of the 

smallest  dahlias should not be overlooked. These low growing dahlias are ideal for border plants or 

can be grown in containers or window boxes. Today you can find Joyõs Joy, Reddy, and Rembrandt 

are flourishing in the Wolkoff Dahlia Garden.                            Patricia Murphy 


