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January
Membership Meeting

NOTE: CHANGE IN
meeting LOCATION

HG Williams Community Center
Massapequa, NY

7:00 p.m.. Dahlias 101

0The Bl oom With
7:30 p.m. Refreshments
7:45 p.m. Business Meeting
8:15 p.m. Education Program

0 New I ntroduc
The new 2009 LIDS Calendar will be
printed in the February newsletter.

t

Happy New Year

2009 marks the 8th year that the
William Wolkoff Dahlia Garden has
been in existence. We have the large
dahlia display garden in the Northeas
U.S. The garden has been able to
0fl ouri sh becaus¢g
support of members. With your help
we will have another successful year

—*

Newsletter Editor - Patricia Murphy
homemurphy@msn.com
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Change in meeting place

During the 2009 calendar year we will be to returi
the H.G. Williams Community Center for four of our
monthly membership meetings. The meeting place i
about 15 miles west of the arboretum. The most dire
way to get there is to get on Heckscher Spur/Southe
State Parkway heading west to Exit 32S (Route 110
South). Turn right at the end of the exit ramp. At the

second traffic light (Taco Bell on the corner), turn right

(west) onto Ritter Avenue. Shortly after you pass the

fig dight yor will see ghe community center on the rig
Membership
|t i s that time of yea

i onsao,.
memq)ershlp dues, please send a check to Maureen

Burford, Membership Chair at 24 Washington Avenue,

West Sayville, NY 11796 or you can pay directly to @
new Treasurer, Rich Wagner at the meeting.. Memb
that joined in September, October, November, or

December of 2008 are paid through 2009. The LID$

member dues are $15.00 for an individual or a famil
Your check should be made out to LIDS.
olf you have ¢hanged your €mailpddress, please
note to Maureen (maburf@yahoo.com) so that we ¢
update our database and make sure you get your
newsletter and other communications via the Interne
See Bill Bushman for ADS dues $20(single) $23(
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The Wondrous Dabhlia!

What is this love affair we all have with dahlias? Does Zorro lure you into the gard

en witl

its bright reecolored blooms? Are you drawn by the sheer size of the A and AA blooms? Is

it the precise form of the ray florets as they position themselves on a formal decorat
bloom that catch your attention?

During the next few issues of the newsletter, | am going to focus on the characte
the dahlia and the dahliads diverse f
their perfect bloom. To date there are over 55,000 varieties from all over the world th
listed on Dave Bates web page at (www.dahliaworld.co.uk/encylo.htm). The (RHS)
Royal Horticultural Society,which keeps the dahlia registry, adds about 3,000 new vé
each year. Our appetite for new dahlias does not diminish.
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What are the characteristics of the dahlia? The dahlia is a tuberous root that is part of t

genus Asteraceae (formerly Compositae). Other flowers in this genus are sunflower

daisy,

dandelion, and zinnia to name a few. These composite flowers resemble a single flower bu

they are a clustering of flowers The blooms are composed of ray florets, disc flowe
bracts. Each disc flowers contains the pistil (stigma, style, and ovary ) and the stame

s, and
n

(filament, and antler or pollen sac). On the margins of the disc flower there are ray florets

that extend outwardly. These ray florets help the flowers attract pollinators. | think th
designed to attract people, too.

There are two different flower formations. There are 12 -clestated flower forms.
Each of these forms have more than one row of ray florets. The ray florets entirely ¢
the disc flower. Then there are the egamtered forms where the disc is showing and it
surrounded by one of more rows of ray florets.

Read about the 7 opepreehtered dahlia forms on the next pages of the newsletter|.

There will be information about the 12 clessutered forms in the February newsletter.
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Dahlia Classification Chart

Dahlia Forms
There are 19 different dahlia forms. They can are characterized into two general groupseopered and

Operentered forms have thikscditaarer showing and ilisCIoseclentered (fully double) forms have flower heads
surrounded by ray florets. They are identified by thef foawsn€iray florets. The disc flowers are completely co
color. ray florets when a bloom is at the prime-stagered atddt
ias are classified by size, form, and color.
Peony (PE)
Anemone (AN) Formal Decorative (FD)
Single (S) Informal Decorative (ID)
Mignon Single (MS) Straight Cactus (C)
Collarette (CO) Semi Cactus (SC)
Orchid (O) Incurved Cactus (IC)
Novelty Open (NO) Laciniated Cactus (LC)
Ball (BA)
Miniature Ball (MB)
Pompon (P)
Waterlily (WL)
Stellar (ST)
Novelty Closed (Double Center) (NX)
Dahlia Colors Dahlia Sizes
Red (R) Bicolor (BI)
Dark Red (DR) Variegated (V) AA (Giant) over 10 inches in diameter
Pink (PK) Dark Blend (DB) A (Large) over 8 to 10 inches in diameter
Dark Pink (DP) Light Blend (LB) B (Medium) over 6 to 8 inches in diameter
Purple (PR) Flame Blend (FL) BB (Small) over 4 to 6 inches in diameter
Lavender (L) Bronze (BR) M (Miniature) up to 4 inches in diameter
Orange (OR) White (W) BA (Ball) over 3.5 inches in diameter
Yellow (Y) Black (BK) MB (Miniature Ball) 2 to 3.5 inches in diameter
P (Pompon) up to 2 inches in diameter
A capital letter denotes the predominant color(s) onfthétaddlignhe Single) up to 2 inches in diameter
florets. The only exception is the Orchid form which Js daSsifigie by over 2 inches in diameter

the predominant color on the reverse side of the rayj|floret. The color

of the bicolor tips, secondary color(s) of the blends, fnd variegated

ray florets are listed second. A lowercase letter is used as needed to

denote the secondary color. A slash(/) is used after ghe capital or

lowercase letter represents the color of the petaloidq, domes, bicoloChart based on ADS descriptions
ray floret tips;zeyes, or the face of the ray floret of an orchid Compiled by Patricia Murphy
form.
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Collarette
Pooh
675 CO BI OR/Yly

661675 A bloom will have a single row of flat or
slightly cupped ray florets arranged in a flat plane. 7
ray florets will uniformly overlap, preferably in the s
direction with no gaps. The petaloids surrounding tk
disc should be approximately 1/2 to 2/3 of the lengt
of the ray florets. Eight ray florets are most desirabl
round floret tip is preferred. The disc flower should
contain evidence of pollen with up to three rows
desirable

n involute for at least 1/3 of their length. Eight ray
<]

florets are most desirable. Disc flowers with up tg
3 rows of pollen are most desirable.

Peony
Fascination
629 PE PR

621635 Two or more rows of ray florets surround th
disc flower. Ray florets are broad, generally flat to
slightly cupped and evenly spaced in a fat plane. R
florets are equal or nearly equal in length from the
bloom face to the back, not recurving or reflexing t
the stem. Ray florets adjacent to the disc may be tw
or curled, but if present should be symmetrically
arranged around the disc. Ideal depth is less than &
of the diameter. Disc florets may show zero to 2 rov
of pollen.  Photograph from the ADS website

Anemone
Comet
647 AN DR DR/dr

e

641655 One or more rows of ray florets surroung
aycenter of elongated tubular disc florets. The oute
ray florets should be equal in shape, size, and
D formation, generally flat with rounded tips, and re
istady arranged around the disc florets. Greater vis

thuidular disc florets should be fully developed and
Spresent a domed, pincushion appearance.

ity of the ray florets from the face is preferred. The

Orchid
K-K-K-Katie
743 O OR ORJ/or
"h&4%755 A single row of uniform, evenly spaced ray
L florets arranged in a flat plane surround the disc
Mowers. The ray florets should be straight and
€i nvolute for 2/36s or |mo
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