
     

Long Island Dahlia Society  
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August 2009 

Bayard Cutting Arboretum  

LIDS Dahlia & Photography 

Shows  

Sept. 5th and 6th  

Carriage House ðLower level  

LIDS Dahlia Show  

 

Carriage House ðUpper Level  

LIDS Photography Display &  

Competition   

____________________________________ 

Sept. 3. Set-up tables for show 

Sept. 4  Exhibitors bring in dahlias 

Sept. 5  Exhibitors bring in dahlias in 

morning / Open to the Public in the 

afternoon 

Sept.6th Open to the Public all day 

_____________________________ 

Sept. 3, 4th Photography Display 

and Competition Set-up and Regis-

tration 

Sept. 5, and 6th LIDS Photography  

Display and Competition - Open to 

the Public 

____________________________ 

Sept. 12 & 13th  BCHS Harvest  

Garden Show 10-5 p.m.  

____________________________ 

Sept. 18  LIDS Monthly Meeting 

____________________________ 

Oct. 3 & 4  LIDS 2nd Dahlia Show 

____________________________ 

LIDS NEWSLETTER  

Editor and Writer-Pat Murphy 

Photographer - Pat Murphy  

Contributing Writer ïJoe Lysik 

 Advisor -Lori Glatzer  

 

LIDS NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!  

       This is  the time year that we share our love and joy for 

the beauty of dahlias with each other and the  general  

public. Our dahlias blooms are bursting open and grabbing 

the attention of anyone within plain eyesight or anyone 

looking through the cameraôs lens. Please help us reach 

out to others and share our joy. We need your help. 

Here is a list of ways you can help: 

    Enter some of your dahlia photographs in the show. 

    Bring some blooms to submit in the dahlia show.  

    Bring some of your blooms to donate to sell.  

    Spend some time selling raffle tickets and dahlia vases. 

    Help set up the tables for the show on Thursday. 

    Help hang up the photographs for display (Thur. & Fri.). 

    Volunteer to be a clerk for a judge at the dahlia show.. 

    Assist at the photography show or dahlia show. 

    Greet visitors to the Dahlia and Photography Shows. 

    Help clean up on Sunday when the show is over. 

    Help the exhibitors & LIDS Dahlia Show Chairs set up.       

Etc. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Dennis Kirchner-Show Chairman 

Erina Aarons -Evaluation 

Bill Bushman-Judges and Clerks 

Warren Gramman and Joe Bonomo-Classification  

Dennis Kirchner-Awards  

Dennis Kirchner, Erina Aaron, & Elaine Lockwood-Court    

of Honor 

Pat Murphy - Photography Display and Competition 

Patrick Schildt-Refreshments 

Dennis Kirchner & Erina Aarons-Flower Sale  

Joe Lysik-Program Publisher and Publicity  

Chris Lockwood-Judgeôs Luncheon  

Bill Wolkoff-Transportation 

Jim Micheels-Arboretum and Garden Liaison 

 



  

ITõS SHOWTIME!!! 

     To the many who are new to the dahlia world, you know how exhilarating it can be when the buds break and 

start bursting open.  The great feeling of accomplishment in growing your own exotic dahlias at home canôt be 

beat.  When friends, family and neighbors come over and gawk at them, the bravado increases tremendously.  At 

first, we tend to revel in our accomplishments and make it seem like ordinary gardeners canôt grow these striking 

blooms.  We laugh at the notion that you would need a greenhouse to grow these exotic plants.  Eventually we 

realize that sharing not only the flowers, but also the knowledge to grow them increases our joy of dahlias.  So 

now, when asked about dahlias, we simply use Bill Wolkoffôs favorite analogy, ñIf you can grow tomatoes, you can 

grow dahliasò.  On Long island, we are lucky to be the caretakers of the largest public dahlia display garden in the 

Northeast at the William Wolkoff Garden in the Bayard Cutting Arboretum.  Here at this garden oasis we enjoy 

each otherôs company every Saturday morning while tending to our labor of love.  Recently, over 60 of us gath-

ered there to hold our annual garden party/picnic and enjoyed each otherôs family recipes.  After the sumptuous 

meal we rested under the shade of the stately maple tree and spied hummingbirds flit in and out of the trumpet 

vines above the pergola as grandchildren played amongst the dahlia beds.  At times like these, it seems like it 

canôt get any better.  But it can, because itôs  SHOWTIME !!!    

      If you havenôt seen a dahlia show, then this will be a real treat for you.  But if you have had the pleasure, you 

know the splendor that awaits you Sept. 5 & 6.  What I want you to consider is to go to the next level of dahlia 

enjoyment and that is to show your own dahlias at our shows. Only the truly worthwhile things in life take some 

effort, like relationships for example.  Itôs the same with showing dahlias.  The effort you put in yields rewards 

unlike you will ever feel elsewhere.  For Novices, please feel at ease, because you will not be competing against 

the experts like Jay and Doris Hexham or Tom and Lydia Cleere, but against other novices. Even if you decide 

not to show this year, come down to the show hall anyway to watch the pros prepare their blooms for exhibition.  

Thereôs a lot to learn from these experts, but youôll realize most of it is common sense. There are times though, 

when lesser-known secrets are revealed.  For instance, last year, Joe Bonomo, a seasoned exhibitor had a sorry 

looking Vasio Megos brought from home and was going to trash it.  It looked like somehow it didnôt get the supply 

of water into the stem, so the bloom and leaves wilted sadly.  Since he was going to throw it out, I suggested we 

try rejuvenating it, by re-cutting the stem and placing it in HOT water.  And WAIT.  Over the course of the evening 

it slowly perked up and was showing promise.  After about 3 or 4 hours the water cooled and I suggested to re-

cut the stem again and replenish the HOT water.  When we left late Friday night, it was definitely on the mend.  

Come Saturday morning, that sad Vasio Megos took on a whole new look.  Joe Bonomo put it into the show and 

it not only won a tri-color, it won QUEEN of the show.  So you see, even old pros can learn something new every-

day. 

     If you do come down with blooms, and need some assistance, just ask Dennis Kirchner( Show Chairman) or 

any of the other exhibitors.  We would love to share our knowledge and will gladly assist you in winning your first 

ribbons.  Setup times start at 5PM on Friday till about 10PM and continue again on Saturday morning around 

6AM, when the out-of-towners come in from New Jersey, Connecticut and even Rhode Island. 

     When the judging starts, which is generally around 10AM, the real fun starts.  Teams of 3 judges scrutinize 

each and every bloom deciding which is superior.  If you would like to listen while the judges deliberate, you can 

help out by clerking with them.  A lot of what the judges look for can be learned by clerking.  Itôs not a hard task. 

The clerks simply write down the judgesô decisions.  

      Hope to see you at the show, so you can start on the next level of dahlia enjoyment.  Itôs show time! 

                                                                                                                                                             Joe Lysik 

 
                                                                                                                            



MEMBERSHIP  

 

Welcome new members  

 

      Melanie Kerns and Joseph Vicinanaza  
 
 
    If you want to become a member or want 

to renew your membership send your name, 

address, phone number, email address, and 

a membership dues check for $15 (LIDS) to: 

                   

                  Maureen Burford  

                  24 Washington Avenue  

  West Sayville, NY  11796 

 

If you have any questions you can reach her 

at maburf@yahoo.com 

 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE  

 

Congratulations go out to Don and Mary Beth 

Lang who are proud grandparents of James 

Bennett Lang, born August 9, 2009, 8 pounds 

3 ounces, and 21 inches tall. 

 

ñGlad you are feeling better!ò sentiment goes 

out to  Vince DôEmilia and Ed Sambolin who 

are both recovering from their operations. 

____________________________________ 

 

SYMPATHY  

Our deepest sympathy go out to Don 

Koehlerôs wife, Audrey, his four sons, his 

grandchildren, and other family members. 

Words can not express the sorrow we all feel. 

We valued Donôs friendship and his  

dedication to the dahlia garden. He will be 

sorely missed. 

 

NORTH ATLANTIC DAHLIA  

CONFERENCE SHOWS  

 

 Aug. 22   North New Jersey Dahlia Society 

Aug. 29 & 30     Connecticut Dahlia Society 

Sept. 5 & 6        Long Island Dahlia Society 

Sept. 12          Rhode Island Dahlia Society 

Sept. 12          Southern Tier Dahlia Society 

Sept. 19               Rochester Dahlia Society 

Sept. 26 & 27      Mid  Island Dahlia Society     

Sept. 20 & 22        American Dahlia Society 

Oct. 3 & 4          Long Island Dahlia Society 

Oct. 10 & 11        Mid Island Dahlia Society 

 

 

LIDS  BYLAWS  CHANGES  

First Posting  

 

Article 4, Section 1 ï Change the number of  
Associate Garden Directors from three to a 
maximum of fiveé. 
  
Article 4, Section 8 ï Change the first line to 
read ï The Garden Director shall coordinate 
and communicate with the Associate Garden 
Directorsé..(eliminate Three and 
make                Director plural) 
  
 Change the third sentence to read ï The 
Garden Director shall recommend a maximum 
of five qualified candidateséé 
  
Article 4, Section 9 ï Change the number of 
Associate Garden Directors from  three to a 
maximum of five. 

  
 

 



DAHLIA SHOW HOURS  

Thursday 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. -Setting up  

tables 

Friday 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. -Preparing for 

the show and exhibitors will be bringing their 

dahlias. 

Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. -Exhibitors 

will be bring their dahlias. 

Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00p.m.- Judging 

will take place. 

Saturday 1:00 p.m. -Winners will be  

announced. 

Saturdayð2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.- Show will 

be open to the Public.  

Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Show open  

to the Public.  

Sunday 4:00 p.m. blooms will be sold in 

bunches 

Sunday 5:00 p.m. Clean up until finished 

DAHLIA SHOW SETUP AND TAKE DOWN  

We will need help setting up the Dahlia Show on 

Thursday, (5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.). We will be 

moving the tables and setting them up for the 

dahlia show. 

On Friday between 1:00 p.m. and closing at 

10:00 p.m. volunteers will be needed. 

Sunday (4:00 p.m. until we are finished) We will 

need volunteers to empty vases, clean the  

tables, take down the show, and store the ta-

bles, etc. 

NO CARS  

There will be absolutely no driving on the 

path to or from the lower Carriage House 

during any time that the Arboretum is open 

(10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). This means that if 

exhibitorsô and volunteers óvehicles are still 

parked at the Carriage House after 10:00 

a.m. on Saturday or Sunday, they will not be 

able to drive out until after 5:00 p.m.  

PRIZES  

This year there will be a combination of mone-

tary and prizes for the Dahlia Show. We are 

phasing out giving prizes in favor of a monetary 

gift which will be a presentation box with silver 

dollars. 

GOLF CART  

A golf cart will be available to take show  

exhibitors and volunteers back and forth  

between the main parking lot and the shows. 

PUT YOUR NAME ON THE LIST  

Please let Jim Micheels know if you are a  

volunteer and he will make sure that you are on 

the arboretum list. Then you will not have to pay 

admission to the arboretum during hours that 

the arboretum is open (11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). 

Dahlia Show Notes  



PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW HOURS  

 
Thursday 5:00 p.m.ð7:30 p.m. Registration  
table is open. Bring in your photographs. 
 
Friday 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Registration  
Table is open.  Bring in your photographs. 
 
Saturday 9:00a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Judging will 
take place. 
 
Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Display is 
open to the Public. 
 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Display is 
open to the Public. 
 
Sunday 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Photographers 
will pick up  their photographs. 

NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR  

 

The LIDS Photography  Display and Competi-

tion will be held in the Upper Level of the  

Carriage House.  

 

Registration will be held on Thursday and  

Friday evenings (5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.). 

 

No cars will be permitted on the path to the 

Photography Show. There will be a sign  

pointing to the pathway that leads to the upper 

level of the Carriage House.  

DAHLIA CLASSES  

 

1. Dahlia Portraits 

2. Two or More Blooms 

3. Macro View 

4. Artistic Impression 

5. Creative Expression 

6. Dahlia Garden, Show or Event 

7. Kids and Critters 

JUDGES  

 

    This photography show is open to all  

photographers. Photographs will be grouped 

and displayed in two different experience  

levels (beginners and advanced). The judges 

will rate the entries on the basis of  

composition, impact, and technique. 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd place ribbons and certificates will be 

awarded.  

PHOTOGRAPHS DISPLAYED  

 

Photographs must be displayed on a matte 

frame, matte board, or foam board. The photo-

graph can be displayed with our without a  

border, but the outer dimensions should not 

be smaller than 8ò by 10ò and not larger than 

16ò by 20ò. The photo display committee may  

attach a hanger to the back of the frame when 

placing it in the exhibit. 

 

QUESTIONS  

 

If you have any questions please contact Pat 

Murphy at 258-4695. 

 

We are all looking forward to seeing the many 

wonderful photographs of dahlias that were 

taken through the cameraôs eye.  

DAHLIAS THROUGH THE CAMERAõS LENS 



        Don, we will remember your dedication to the garden. You were there when the dahlia  

garden went from a germ of an idea to its current state. You helped celebrate our love for dahlias 

by giving testimony to others. You shared your expertise on dahlias, hydroponic, pond construc-

tion, and photography with LIDS members. There was never a time when you werenôt ready to 

chip in and help out with any task whether it be hauling tables to the dahlia show, bringing in a jug 

of iced tea for the volunteers to the garden, planting club seedlings and tubers at your house, 

making a presentation at a meeting, helping out at the Sunday concert series, selling border dahl-

ias as a fundraiser welcoming visitors to the garden, planting dahlias, and the list goes on. 

Throughout the years you served in many capacities in the Dahlia Society. You were President, 

Associate Garden Display Director, Photography Show Co-chairperson, Hospitality, and strong 

supporter of the LIDS. No job was too big or too small for you. We valued your friendship and 

thank you for your wonderful outlook on life. We will always remember the many conversations 

we had together. Your dedication to LIDS and dahlia garden showed no bounds. You will be 

sorely missed.                    Members of the Long Island Dahlia Society 

(Photographs by Don Koehler) 

In Memoriam  

 Don Koehler  


