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Meeting Announcement     Monday, September 14   

Information on upcoming dahlia flower shows, where they are, when they are, 

why to go, and how to get involved will be presented at the 8 PM meeting. Weõll 

also be handing out show tags, and program booklets for our September 26-27 

Dahlia Show. 

Come at 7 PM to the Dahlias 101 class where youõll learn what the flower show 

judges are looking for and how to stage your dahlias in the most advantageous 

manner. 

Inside this issue:  

MID ISLAND DAHLIA SOCIETY  

Long Island, NY  

www.midislanddahlia.com  

September 26 & 27th  

MIDS Annual Dahlia Exhibition at Planting Fields Arboretum  

                                    Something for everyone!  

Huge new section for "New Growers" -- compete with your equals and win 

great new ribbons.  There will be 28 sections for New Growers and each section 

winner will receive a special ribbon and a trophy. Here are the rules to qualify as 

a NEW GROWER. A New Exhibitor is defined as a grower who has ex-

hibited 5 years or less and won 3 or less Tricolor ribbons at a MIDS 

show. This restriction pertains to all members of the same family 

other than children under 18.  

Here are the sections for NEW GROWERS by themselves! 

 

        

 

 

 

 

            Ball ---Mini Ball ---Pom ---Waterlily ---Stellar ---Novelty Double  

You also invited to exhibit in all other sections such as 3 bloom---Open Center  

1 bloom and 3 Bloom --- Special sections---and Basket and Arrangement sec-

tions. 

 

So Bring the Blooms.  There will be help available to explain 

how to set up. . 

Steve Nowotarski 

Show Chairman  

Save the date and be with us!  

AA FD  A FD B FD BB FD  Min FD  

AA ID  A ID B ID BB ID  Min ID  

AA SC  A SC B SC BB SC  Min SC  

AA C/Lc  A C/Lc  B C BB C  Min C/Lc  

    B LC  BB Lc    

This is YOUR  newsletter.  

If you want to write an arti-

cle, or put in a photo of 

your prize Dahliaé Send it 

to: 

hzs1126@verizon.net  

I will be  glad to put it in the 

Dahlia Dispatch. 

II you have any news you 

want placed in our newslet-

ter (Happy Tidings or oth-

erwise) send it in, and we 

will announce the event. 

We were sorry to hear that 

Phyllis Karikas spent time 

in the Hospital this past 

month.. We hope to see 

her well, and at our Sep-

tember meeting. 

 

Harold Z. Schwartz 
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Slugs! These nasty garden pests have totally defoliated 

my marigolds and my mums.  Theyõve chewed on my  

salvia and my hosta until their leaves looked like lace.  

Of course they also like to chew holes in my dahlia 

leaves. I have used every chemical known to man to rid 

myself of these slimy creatures of the night. Iõve put 

diatomaceous earth and broken egg shells around the 

perimeter of my garden. Iõve put saucers of beer out 

for them to feast on. All of these have helped to some 

extent but the bottom line is I still have slugs munching 

on my plants. Thanks to the internet I found a new 

weapon. Itõs the new improved version of the saucer of 

beer. Itõs better because the container that captures 

the slugs is covered. The beer does not get diluted 

when  it rains  or when you water the garden.  I still 
havenõt won the war, but Iõm seeing progress. The fol-

lowing is the article that I found on the web: 

 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN SLUG TRAP 

YOU WILL NEED: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large yogurt container with lid - emptied and cleaned 

Inexpensive beer or non-alcoholic beer 

WHAT TO DO:  

1. Cut two holes (slug entrances) in the upper half of 

a large Yogurt container 

2. Pour about two in inches of beer into the container 

3. Dig a hole near your garden that is as wide as the 

container.  Make the hole deep enough that the 

slug entrances will be at ground level                          

4. Place the yogurt container into the ground so that 

the entrances to the container are flush with the 

ground 

5. Put the lid on the yogurt container  

 

Check the trap after a couple of days.  Throw away or 

compost the dead slug bodies. 

After about two days the trap doesnõt òsmelló and 

wonõt attract slugs. 

Add more bait and try again. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Slugs and snails are attracted to the smell of 

the beer.  They crawl into the trap, reach in 

and try to drink, fall in and are drowned.  

 

Dealing with Slugs  

                                         By: Barbara Schmidt 

Bench Warmers Needed  

Wouldnõt it be nice to sit on a bench surrounded by hundreds of beautiful dahlias for a few hours on Sep-

tember 26th or 27th ? Besides relaxing weõd like you to welcome visitors to our garden, answer questions, 

encourage them to become a MIDS member, and give them directions to the Burns Horticultural Center 

where our show is being held. Interested? Speak to Steve Nowotarski at the September meeting, email 

him at sndahlia@cs.com or give him a call (516 541-6452) 

mailto:sndahlia@cs.com
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                         Volunteers Needed for Dahlia Show  

If youõve been to one of our Dahlia Shows, then you know what itõs like to be blown away by the magnificent 

display when you enter the Horticultural Center at Planting Fields. As you have probably guessed,  there 

were a lot of volunteers working behind the scenes to make our shows so successful. Thanks to all who 

have helped out in the past. We hope that you will give us some of your time again this year. For those of 

you who have not helped before, how about  making this your first year? Itõs a nice way of getting to know 

some of the other members.  

Below is a list of volunteer opportunities, and the name of the person in charge. Speak to them at the Sep-

tember meeting or contact them by phone or email.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Judges are working overtime at the Eastern 
Trial Gardens, located at Eisenhower Park.  Every 
Sunday is a new experience, as they see novel 
blooms, and help to decide if these unique origins will 
make it. 

Thanks to Kitty  Shukofsky, you can see our experts 
at work.  Below are (from left to right,) Matt Allgeier, 

Jay Hexham, Steve Nowotarski (hidden by the beauti-

ful bloom), Mike Shukofsky, and Phyllis Karikas. 

    

Above you can find Phyllis Karikas, Richard Tepper, 
Jay Hexham, Mike Shukofsky, Steve Nowotarski, and 
Matt Allgeier.  They are indeed dwarfed by the size of 
these blooms.  If you are interested in  becoming a 
Judge, or just want to watch them at work, come on 
down to Eisenhower on any given Sunday.  You can 
do hands on training, and see how to make your own 
blooms as beautiful as these. 

 

  Judging at Eastern Trial Gardens in Full Swing  

Show set-up 

and take -

down 

Friday, 9/25 & 

Sunday, 9/27  

Joe Bonomo 631 242-3003 

pjbono@yahoo.com 

Clerks  
Saturday, 9/26  

Bill Aldridge  516 334-8094 

baldri@aol.com 

Luncheon for 

the Judges & 

Clerks  

Saturday, 9/26  

  

Barbara 

Schmidt  

631 266-3354 

barbaraschmidt@optonline.net  

Flower Sales  Saturday, 9/26 

& Sunday, 9/27  

Jack Berman  516 799-4827 

Jackb123@optonline.net  




